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5 K Should laſt as long as __ 
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have alwayes interp reted your 
Requeſts and defires tobe. As 1 
never had the confidence to pre- 
ſent you with any thing proper- 
ly mine, ſo neither ill 1 bee 
guilty of that Tnjuſtice, as to 
'Jeny you any thing ſo truly your 
ow, as is this fruit of my poore 
yet willing endeavours. It i. 
yours truly r, but moſt princi- 
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the Church and cauſe of God, 
1 have my option. But I an 


a Dedication: Only 7 thinke it © 


would vouchſafe ' a bleſſing to ynithe of the 
your endeavours for his Church; 


AL, 


doe, or 1 h eak, ate. If it may 
be ps to you, and you 


by it made more ſerviceable to ls R 


reſolved not to make that uſe of At the 1 


my experience of your patience ,, 
in hearing the Sermon, as to 


try it further with the length of AR L I, 
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P rop of Curſe ye Meroz ( ſaid the Angell of the Lord) curſe 
1 Th a (t ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came 


_ not to the helpe of the Lord, to the help of the 
f/ lefſin t Lord againſt the mighty. 
TT S3 been a cuſtome almoſt amongſt ail #5 
OHr exe & = Nations, after any notable Vieory , 
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be the al als pe 2w phant Songs, wherein the illuſtri- 
ous aQs of their owne worthy Leaders, andth:: 
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ſhame and confuſton of their enemies were cele- 
brated, preferved and fo delivered over to poſte- 


fiinging their Hymnes, and Peans to Mars, and the 
reſt of the favourable Gods. And the Grectaps, 
lometimes in Verſes, ſometimes by Sculpture, uſed 
to ſet forth their famous Battels and Victories , 


their Gods, who n they ſuppoſed to bee preſent 
with them, Protedors over them, and fighters for 
them. This courſe, I thinke, the Devill learned 
from the Lord Fehovah's dealing with his owne 
people, who alwayes directeth them thus to cele- 
brate his noble as, and their great deliverances. 
Thus Moſes and Maron ſang unto the Lord , 
when he triumphed gloriouſly over Pharaoh and all 


The ſeope of the Liſt17955s. And this whole Chapter is nothing bur a 
Chaprer, Triumphant fong, ſetting forth in an elegant and 
lofty verſe, the great Victory which Barak and 
Deborah and a ſmall army with them had gotten, 
(the Lord marching before them ) againſt King 
Fabin and his Generall Siſera, who for twenty yeares 
: had mightily oppreſſed the children of Iſrael. 

| In which ſong, Firſt, all prayſe and glory is given 
E to Fehovah the Lord of hoaſts the Prince who 
lead them, by whoſe ſtrength alone the vidtory 
was obtained. Prayſe yee the Lord for the avenging 

Ifracl. T will ſine unto the Lord. Lord when thou 


ludg '$. 33 : 


wenteft out of Seir, &c. Thenthe Song deſcends 
tO: 


up rrcs Marſhall, 


om DR : 
, 
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rity., The Romans had their Salii Prieſts, who af- 
ter any victory went dancing through the Ciry, 


yet alwayes attributing the higheſt glory of all to. 


Txod.I1S, : : : 
his Hot, making them ſinke like a ſtowe to the bottome 
of the Red Sea. Thus the women in their ſong 
DP and dance celebrated their victory over the Phi- 
am,1o, 
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to the due praiſes of their generall Bark , and his 
aſhſtant PS, yea the ſeverall Regrmments and 
Companies both of Horſe and Foot doe receive 

the praiſe and reward of their courage and valour. 

And not only ſo, but the Song proceeds to Stig- 
matize and brand with reproach, and marke out 

for puniſhment all ſuch companies, as had played 
either the Traitours or the Cowards, or were 0- 
therwiſe wanting to their duty in this great ex- 
pedition. Reuben had other Sheepe to turne, hee 
tarried amongſt his Sheepfolds to heare the bleating of 

his flocke. Gilead durſt not crofſe the Water: Dan "e{ 6. 
cowardly withdrew into his Ships : .4ſbar durſt 
not come from his owne coaſts. God takes no- 

tice and remembers them all, and lets them know 

he had great thoughts of heart about it, and in 
time would reckon with them for it. 

Bur above all his wrath was moſt incenſed a-. 
gainſt Meroz, a people of whom wee finde no Eſpecially of 
mention in the whole Booke of God, nor thinke © 
inany other Story, butonely in this place, upon 
this unhappy occaſion, .you can know no more 
of them than what this place tels you : and theſe 
few reliques of them, remaine as the lake of Sodome 
as a mounment of their fin, or as a Maſt of a Ship 
{ſwallowed up in the quickſand, to warne paſſen- 
gers to take heed of that dangerous place : or as 
Lets Wife turned into a Pillar of Salt, ro ſeaſon 
others. This their ſhort Chronicle I may call 
their Grave-ſtone, which ſeemes to hold out ſuch 
an inſcription, as they ſay Sennacharibs Tomb had, 
Looke upon me, and learne tobe godly. Sotheirs, 
Looke upan mee, and learne your owne duty, 
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Looke upon me, and take heed of diſſerting the cauſe. 
and Church. of God,when. they. itand in. needs. of 


And the ſnita- J 
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che occaGon 


08. 
A Text and Theme exceeding ſeaſonable.Seaſon- 


able to the times wherein we live, when abundance 
of mighty enemies riſe up againſt the Lord,. and a- 
gainſt his. Church. Seaſonable to the temper of moſt. 


people who generally minde their owne things, 


and not the things of. Chriſt. Seaſoxable to the oc- 
caſion of this dayes meeting, which is purpoſely 


for the helpe of the Lord, and-his cauſe, and peo- 
ple now 'diſtreſſed-in Irelayud. But to me it ſeemes 
moſt of all ſeaſonable for this preſent honourable Aſ- 


ſembly who all ſhould be as the Lord : their Horſes 


a+ his Horſes, their Chariots as his Chariots, they 
being all called to bee Leaders and Captaines of 


the Lords Hoſt. The Lord make it but as profitable, 


as I am. ſure it is ſeaſoxab/e,. and I doubt not but we 
ſhall be exceeding gainers by it. 

In this Text which I may call the dpome of Me- 
r70z,there are theſe two things. 


| Firſt, the Author of the doome or ſentence,the. 
Angell ofthe Lord. Curſe yee Meroz.ſaid the Angell 


of the Lord. 
Secondly, the Sentence given againſt them : 
Curſe ye Meroz,8C, - 
. Wherein likewiſe conſider theſe two things.. 
Firſt, What their. fault was.. | 
yecondly.,Wrhat their puniſhment was. 


Their Fault yee have 1n theſe words, They care 


not out to the -helpe of. the. Lord, to the helpe of the 
Lprd againſt themighty.. 
Their Puniſhment was a cmſe, anda bitter one ; 


Curſe 
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Curſe 7e Meroz, Curſe yee bitterly, or ( asthe word 


ſignifies) in curſtng; curſe the 2nhabitarnts of Meroz, 
coninue to-curſe them, vehemently curſethem, 
never leave curling them. : 
I ſhall peg frag the words, and ſo pro- * 
cceede ( with Gods afliftance ) to ſome profitable 
inſtructions: 6 _ 
Firſt, the Axgell of ' the Lord, I finde great - 
difference among Interpreters , who this -Angell 
of the Lord ſhould be. Soine thinke it was De- 
borahthe Propheteſle who penned this Song. Some 
thinke Barak the Generall was likewiſe-at this 
time inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt: Semethinke it 
was the Angell that led them, Mzchael their Prince: 
who went out with them. Some thinke the Angell 
of the Lord, ſignifies all-that have Divine inſpira- 
Zion, butall:agree inthe intent of it, namely, that 
the Author. is -alledged, that all might know that 
this curſe came not- from the private Spirit of De- 


borah or Barak ( as Sauls o:1ce did, whenhe curſed ; $,n,1, 24. 


every one that {hall taſte any meate untill the c- 
vening, that he might be avenged on his enemies). 
but was pronounced by the direction of God him- 
ſelfe; and ſo conſequently, they who are thus cur- 
ſed are curſed indeed, The Angell of the Lord, that 
iS divine Authority. 

2. cMeroz: Who was Meroz,and what people 
were they 2 I could never Jearne whether Meroz 
were .a City or. a Province,  few.or many, rich or- 
poore,. weake or ſtrong; inthis all agree that they 
were Fewes; the Canaarites ſhould not have been 
curſed for not joyning with 1/7ael, in their warres. 
All likewiſe agree; that they dwelt ncere-Mount 

B. 3 Tabor . 


nd interpret?» 


A Sermon preached at the late F aft - 


Numb-$+2 73 


Tabor and the River Kiſon, the place where this 
battle was fought, and ſo conſequently neere the 
danger : and inall probability were called by De- 
borah and Barak to come and affift them. Which 
is likewiſe judged to be the cauſe, why they 


had a heavier doome than any other. God can- 


not abide to have ſuch ill neighbours to his peo- 
ple whenthey are in diſtreſſe. . *. ©. ; 

3. Curſe them. The word fignifies, Male- 
dicere werbo, malefacere re, to ſpeake evill of 
them, to revile them, : to reproach them and with 
miſchiefe to them, to doeany evill againſt them, 
to execute in deed, . what they would wiſh-in 
words. What the particular Curſe was; or whar 
the event of it was, no mancan determine ; this 
I finde, which is moſt probable, It was ordinart- 
ly obſerved among the Iewes, that whatſoever 


was juſtly curſed grew «fruitful preſemtly. It a 


Woman were curſed ſhee proved barren. It the 
Earth were curſed, it brought forth Briars and 
Thornes, no profitable Seed or Plants would grow 
there. If Trees were curſed they withered away. 
If Gods curſe fell upon Houſes or Cities , the Walles 


and Foundations would fall downe.. - Gods curſe 


alwayes waſted that upon which it fell. So in 


all ikelyhood this curſe is the. cauſe wee never 


read more.of them. It they were a Province, 


| their Land proved a deſolate Wilderneſſe. I a City 


it was deFroyed, or grew--unpeopled - this bitter 
curſe like the Water of Feloufie made an end of 
them. | oo a oO ob 
4. They came not to the helpe of the Lord a- 
gainſt the Mighty, '. Who.-are theſe Mighty £ 
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ate Faſt before the Connawons Houſe of Parliament. » 
phce where th without all queſtion. by the mighty ure litterally 
quent y —_ King 1abin, and his Generall $iſera, becauſe 
E. ed dy theſe were thoſe potent enemies, againſt whom 
ED. Wi the battell was fought. But in Gods intent (this 


cauſe, why t 


other. God a 
1bours to his Pa 


nage an il# caufe againſt the Lord or 


be being a propheticall Song) the mighty are all, of 


what ranke or quality ſoever, who are eminent in 
wiſdeme, ſtrength , authority or riches, and man- 
againſt his 


ignifies, M6 Church. T 

[ peake cyill Laſtly, they came not out to the helpe of the 
chthem ardyi 7054 By the helpe of the Lord you will eaſily con- 
ul againſtthi clude, thatinthis particular, the helpe of Deborah 
7 would wiſhi and Baraktare meant. They came not to joyne with 
fo was, .orm the Tribes of Zabulon and Nepthaly, and that {mall 
determine; & handful of Iſraelites who by Gods direction un- 
It was ordinn dertooke this battell againſt the great Captaine S1- 
that whatſom ſera. ' Becauſe they joyned not their ſtrength with 
Z preſently. Gods people;they are judged not to help the Lord. 
barren. Ik For (asIfhall ſhewanon) the Zordand his People 


orth Briars'a 
nts would gm 


' withered helpes not them, are interpreted to ref#ſe to 
ities , Sapp ufo the Lord himſelfe. T know nothing elſe 
. - Gods in the Text, that hath the lea!t ſhew of difhi- 
If ve culty. | 
E- -—# Wy Were this Text to bee handled at large 
re a Provizy, 17 many Sermons , ſuch Obſervations as theſe 
rneſſe fac — could not briefly be paſſed over: as firſt, 
W: chic bit Thar although Gods people muſt {2 53 mw) 
ade an ends PG/ſe, bleſſeIfay, and not curſe. Curſes are edged 
7...  Tooles, dangerous to be medled with, yet there 
of the Lords ay fallout _ en, that ay bleſſed __ 
ECL ne from Mount Gerizim, the 
heſe. gh)! muſt come dow b, BE / 


Wrtot 


are'ſo conjoyned, that their friends are his friends, 
:nd thair enemies are his enemies, and whoſoever 


i. At 


et, 
— Eaweoen; þ 


= A Sermon preached at the late Faſt 


— Tech. $24» 


Rey.r7.18, 


--. .poſe the Lord: it is no new thing to finde the 


Mighty in ſtrength, the Mighty in authority, the us, they came n 


" Mount of bleſſing ; and go up on Mourit Zbal, 
' the Mount of” Curſing ; and there curſe, and curſe 


bitterly. Curſe yee Meroz ſaid the Angell of | the 


Tra. .. | 


Secondly, That although it bee true that the 


curſe 'cauſeleſſe ſhall not come, yet when Gods 


people according to Gods direction, (clave non er- 
rante) do curſe, their curſe is like the flying Roule 
which we read of, it conſumes the houſe it lights up- 


-... 0n, the timber thereof, andthe ſtones thereof. Itis 
\. ike the Wolfes foot, of which they ſay, thatno 


herbe upon which it hath once trod will grow af- 
terwards; 


' Thirdly, That hs mighty do frequently ops 


Mighty in wealth; the Mighty inparts, in Learn- 
ing, in Counſell, to engage all againſtthe Lord, 


his Church, and Cauſe. The Lambes followers 
and ſcrvants, are often the poore and off-ſcouring 


chants, and Wiſemen , being drunke with the 
Wine of the Whores fornications , proceed to 


make warre with the Lambe, and togive all their 


ſtreneth unto the Beaſt, till the Words of God 
ſhall be fulfilled. 

Fourthly, That when the mighty of the Wo 
do oppoſe the Lord, Gods meaneſt ſervants muſt 
not be afraid to oppole the Mighty. 

And fifthly, That whoſoever come out to joyn 

their ſtrength, and to give aſhſtance to the Lords 
people, the Lord doth interpret them all to give 
helpe and aſſiſtance to bimſatfs 
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before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. | - 


But becauſe my Diſcourſe upon this Text , _inthis 


place muſt behede'd into one Sermon, T may not let 
it out into ſuch a. ſpacious field. 1 ſhall paſſe by all * 


theſe and many other ſeaſonable truths, which in this 
Text arc obvious to all your eyes, and betake my ſelfe 


to.cleare one leſſon only ; which you will quickly ſee 


to be the maine ſcope and intent,not only of this verſe, 
but of the greateſt part of this Chapter, and moſt ſea- 


ſonable for theſe times, for this Aflembly and accafi- 


ON, ViL, h 


All people are curſed or bleſſed accotging as they do or dp 


the Lords people againſt their enemies. 


I beſeech you fee how cleare this is, not on! in Explained! 
this verſe (God laid nothing elſe to Meroz charge but * | 


the mighty) but in other paſſages of this Chapter. My 
heart is toward the Governors of 1hoae, that 


only this, they came not out to help the Lord againſt 


Lord, They are not ſo much as named without an 


Euges, The Princes of Iſ[achar-are bleſſed for beiig 


with Barak, Zebulun and Nepthali were a people that jeo- 


pardedtheir lives to the death in the high places of the field. 


Theſe are bleſſed alſo.. Bleſſed above women was Tael the 


| ered them- , 
ſelves willingly among the people. Hallelujah, Praiſe the 


The maine 
Dorine 


not joynetheir Foe and givttheir beſt affiſtance fo ded, 


_ proved 


VeIfFo 


wife of Heber the Renite. What made Fact ſuch a bleſſed v-18. 


woman ? Eventhis, (he put her hand 30 the naile, and her , 
right hand to the workmans hammer, and with the hammer 


ſhe ſmote Siſera, ſhe ſmote off his head, when fhe had pierced 
and ſmitten through his mw On the other {ide ſee 


the d:ſþleaſure that thereis againſt the Tribes whocame 


not ont to helpe in this expedition. Ruben had bulſi- 


neſſe of his own, his flocks were to be attended. Gilead 
-could plead that the River Fordar divided him, fre; 
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Eſay 16, 


"*F+3 , 


- Barak and his company : Aſher had his own breaches 


to make up, .and the Sea coaſts to looke to. A man 
might think, theſe were faire excuſes. But God had 
great thoughts of heart again#t them all. And woto him, 
or them, againſt whom God hath great thoughts. The 
whole Chapter runs. in this ſtraine , they are cryed 
up, they are honoured-and bleſſed : not only the heart 
of Gods people , but the ſoule-of God himſelfe (as I 
may ſay ) tooke pleaſure in them , who appeared on 
the Churches ſide; his diſpleaſure, indignation, wrath 
and curſe did riſe againſt all , who came not to 
the helpe. | 
This is moſt plaine in many other Scriptures. I 
ſhall cull out but three among * fo hundred, Fer. 48. 
10. That whole Chapter containes the doome of Mo- 
ab, Gods curſe was now to be executed upon Moab, 
and you may reid of Moab, that the Lord once ſent 
to him when his people were in diſtreſſe. Let my out- 
caſts dwell with thee Moab, be thou a ſhelter to them in the 


time of a ſlorme. But Moab was too proud to liſten to 


Gods counſell. Moab was alwaies an il} enemy to 
Iſrael; Now God comes to reckon with him for it. 
Now the ſpoyler ſhall come upon all his Cities. And 
to them-who were to execute this vengeance of God 
againſt. them, marke what a charge is given in the 
tenth verſe , Curſed i he that doth the worke of the Lord 
negligently, or fraudulently, or deceitfully,as the.word 
fignifies., Now what was the worke which was 
to be done 2 the next words will tell you, Curſed is e- 
wvery one that withholds his hand from ſhedding of. bloud « 


the ſtrangeſt reaſon ofa curſe that ever was read of, if 


cvera man might have pleaded (with Peter when the 


voice Jaid unto him. * Ariſe.s. Peter, kill and cate) not ſo 
Lord - 
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Lord. 1 have not beene accuſtomed to this, here 3theyhelp 


= wereroomeforſuch a plea, when his}worke was to the Church 


go and embrew his hands inthe blond of men, to {pill —_— 


and powre-out the blond of women and children, like wa- 
ter in every ſtreet, But he is a cnrſed man that with. 
holds his hand from this, or that ſhall do it frandwlent- 
ly, that is, if he do it as Saul did againſt the Amalekites, 
kill ſome and ſave ſome, if he go rot through with 
the work : he is a curſed man, when this is fo be done 
upon Moab the enemy of Gods Church. So that what (oc- 
ver imployment men are putto, they are curſed men, 
that take notpart with God in his worke. Another 


place you ſhall find 1n Pſal. 137.4.8,9. The daughter 


of Babylon was there to be deſtroyed, obſerve now 
the epithete which God gives to the executioners of his 
wrath againſt Babylon. Bleſſed is the man that rewar- 
deth thee, as thou ha#t ſerved us, Bleſſed is the man that 
makes ' Babylon drinke_> the ſame cup, which Babylon had 
»4de Gods peoples to drinkes. Now he that reades the 
booke of the Lamentations , . may finde how Babylon 
had uſed the Church ot God , they had broken their 
bones as a Lion breakes the bones of a Lamb, brought 
their zecks under perſecution, made their 5kin blacke—> 
like an oven,*hang'd up their Princes by the hand, and 
which is moſt of all cruell , had 4aſhed their children 
againſt the ſtones. Now ſaith the Spiritof God, Bleſ- 
ſcd 55 the man, that thus rewards Babylon, yea, bleſſed is 
the man that takes their little ones and daſhes them again# 
the ſtones, What Souldiers heart would not ſtart at 
this, not only when he is in hot, blond to cut downe 
armed enemies inthe field, but afterwa'd deliberately 
ro come into a ſubdued City, and take the /izt/e ozcs 


upon the /þ cares point, to takerhem by the heeles = 
C » ; ea! 
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beat our their braines againſt the walles, what inhuma- 
nity and barbarouſneſſe would this. be thought *2- Yet 
ifthis worke be to revenge Gods Church againſt Bz- 
bylon,he isa bleſſed man that takes and daſhes the little ones 
againſt the ſtones, 

Bur there. is one Text of Scripture ( if no- other: 
were to be found inthe whole booke of God) which: 
is a ſ1ff:cient proofe that all are bleſſed or curſed, accor- 
ding as they doe or doe not helpe the Church of God in 
their need : and that you ſhall finde, Matrh.25.33.c. 
The ſumme whereof in a few words is this, At the 
latter end of that Chapter is a deſcription of the day 
of judgement, and of the manner of Chriſts proceeding 
at that day. Firſt, that when Feſws Chr:# ſhall come 
inthe glory of his Farther, he will divide all the godly 
to the right hand, and all the wicked to the left hand, 
as the Shepheard divides the Sheep from the 
Goates. Seconaly, he pronounces all on his right 


. hand Bleſſed; all upon the left hand curſed : Come yee 


bleſſed, goeye curſed. Here are all thebleſſed, and there 
are all the curſed.Marke now what is aſſigned as the on- 
ly reaſon and evidence why the one ſort are bleſſed, 
and the other cuxſed. It is moſt plaine in the Scripture, 
that at that day the Lord. will call people to an ac- 
count for all they have done in their whole conrſe, whe- 
ther good or evill: but in this place,Chrift gathers all that 
ſhall be opened and come to receive blefling or curſ- 
ing.reward or puniſhment to this one head, according 
as they did or did not helpe and ſuccour his Chiarch and 
people in their time of need. To he one fide, Come yet 
bleſſed,zeceive the Kingdome prepared for you, for.you vi- 
ſited my Church when it was ſicke, yon gave meate to 
my Church when it was hunery, you gave my pee 
rin 
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drinke when they were thirſty, you tooke them in when #5 b<lp 

they were ſtrangers, you cloathed them when they were na- the Church 
: o - Oo 8 

ked, you came to them whenthey were in priſon : Inaſmuch . = 


as you have done it unto theſe, even unto one of the leaſt of 


theſe my brethren, you have done it mnto me, On the other 


{ide,Go ye curſed Why are they curſed? I was hungryand 
ye gave me no meat, I was thirity and ye gave me no drink, 4 
Iwas a ftranger and ye took me not in, naked and youcloath- Lo 
ed me not, ſick and in priſon and ye viſited me not : Yerily | 
1 ſay unto you, inaſmuch as you did it not unto the leaſt of 
of one of theſe, ye did it not tome. As if the Lord at that 
oreat day did take notice of nothing, but what the car- 
riage of all people hath been to or againſt his Church 
and children. What greater evidence can there be in 


. the world.that men are S/eſſed or curſed,than this ? that 


they cither do, or do not help the Church of God. 

This will yet be clearer if we conſider the Church, nates .”n 
Firſt, as it ſtands inrelation to God. Secondly, as we :, 
ſtand in relationto the Church. | | 

Firſt, as the Church ſtands in relation to God : x16 from "2 
when I ſpeake of God in relation to the Church , or k<cnt-. 
the Church to God ; you muſt alwayes under- on:oGod- 
ſtand God in Chrii*, Emanuel, God & in Chriſt reconci- Being made 
ling the world unto himſelfe. And thus the. Churches him is 
relation to God,gives us two excellent. grounds of this © 
dofrine. oC 

Firſt; the. Church and the meaneſt member of it is 
wnitedto him, made one with him , they are not only 
his ſervants, his friends, ſuch as he /oves, but he and 
they make but one perſon, T meane one myſticall perſon. 
Inſomuch that throughout the whole Scripture * that - 
blefleth them bleſſerh him, he thatcurſeth'themcurſerh 


him, hethat.relieveth them relieveth him, he thar - 
C3 fights 
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All are cur- 


ſed or bieſe 


ſed, 
De ns 


ghts againſt them fights againſt him , he that 
touches them touches the Apple of his eye, All the re- 
latfons which argue intimacy, he ro” and deare- 
neſſe, meete in this conjunction betwixt God and his 
Church, he is their Father they are his children, he is 
their head, they are his members, he is their hucband, 
they are his wife, yea they are called by h# names and 
he vouchſafes to be called by their names. Take bur 
this for granted , and you will make no doubt, but all 
men are bleſſed or curſed , as they do or do not help 
the Lord. The Lord Fehovah is the fountaine of all 
bleſſedneſſe more than the Sunne is the fountaine of 
light, from his favour and good will neceſſarily lows 
all happineſle, and conſequently all are bleſſed or cur- 
ſed, according as the aſpe&t betweene God and them 
is malignant or benevolent. This ground is fully laid 
downe in that forementioned placed, Matthew 25. Yor 
did it to them, therefore you did it to me, you refuſed it to 
them, therefore you refuſed it to me. It is clearely there 
taught, but I believe there is no man on earth that un- 
derſtands it, or believes it fully, And that very Text 
gives me 2 hint to thinke ſo. Becauſe the very rig/te- 
045 themſelves , though they do all to the Saints out 
of the good will they beare to Chriſt, yet when Chriſt 
ſhall acknowledge this and ſay , Come ye_2 bleſſed, you 
fed me, you cloathed me, you viſited me, They ſhall anſwer, 
Lord, when ſaw we thee an hunered, or thirſty, or a ſtran- 
ger , or naked, or ſicke, or in priſon and adminiſtred unto 
thee ? It ſhews that themſelvs did not fully underſtand 
how neare they wereto Chriſt for whom they did 
all theſe things. I have ſomewhere read a ſtory 
ofa Sarazen Embaſſador, who being with a Chriſtian 
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as they help 


him , and the Prince himſelfe to waite upon a Table * help nut 


full of poore ragged people , deſired to know what Gods Chur, 
they were, to whom he ſhewed ſo much reipet ,. he I 
anſwered to this effe&t, rhey were the ſervants of oF 
his Lord , and that he ſerved his Saviour in'them. 2 
Well ſaid the Embaſſador, if your Lord have no bet- | 
ter ſervants than theſe , I deſire to be none ofthem. 1 
care not for your Religion. And truly it is a hard 
thing to ocefivade not only S4razens but even Chrifti- 
ans themſelves, that whatſoever is done to poore ab- 3 
jets, the off-ſcouring of the world ſhould be done to Ml 
Chriſt himſelfe. No earthly Prince would do fo, ; 
equally to accept and reward him, that ſhould. give.a 

niglits lodging or any ſuccour toone of his meaneſt q 
and baſeſt groomes, as if it had beene done to the per- 2 
ſon of himſelfe or of his ſon. Yet this is the very 1 
caſc betwixt Ghriſt and his Church. GE 

Secondly, another ground. from the. Churches re- 

lation to God, is this, that as their perſons are neerely 

united to him, fotheir cauſe is his cauſe. As they ac-_ 

count every cauſe of. God to be. their cauſe, ſo God 

accounts every cauſe of theirs to be his cauſe, .2 Chro, Theircauſe 

20. Moab and Ammon and they. of: Mount Seir , © ; 
came with a huge army againſt Fehoſhaphat , hee 

ard his people being ſuddenly ſurpriſed. betake them- 

ſelves to prayer, and ſecke helpe. from God.: Now : 
marke what Gods anſwer was , Be not you afraid nor V*& Ws: 
 diſmaied by reaſon of this great multitude, the battell is 

not yours but Gods, Wis not the: battell- theirs, all. they 

were worth lay. upon that batrtell ., their wives and 
children, their lives and liberties, their countrey and 
religion , lay all atthe ſtake, -and yet the battell none 
of.theirs , that is, not ſo much theirs as Gods, ſo in 


the 
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ſed or bleſ- . - | . 
ſed, Churches ſufferings, the pulling down of their Syna- 


gogues, the waſting of their Countrey, the reproach 
and ſcorn caſt upon them by their enemies, he intereſts 
God in all this, Ariſe O God,plead thine own canſe yemem- 
7 ber how the fooliſh man reproacheth thee , forget not the 
wvoyce of thine enemies, Thus is their cauſe Gods caule, 
their enemies Gods enemies: and indeed,if we look in- 
ro it narrowly, whatſoever is done to them and their 
cauſe, good or evill.is done for Gods ſake. This then is 


V,22,23, 


a ſtrong argument to prove men bleſſed or curſed, ac-- 


cording as they joyn with,or oppoſe the cauſe of God. 
Becauſe firſt, if it be Gods caule, it is a good cauſe. Se- 
_ it is a »ob/e cauſe. Thirdly, it is a ſucceſſefull 
cauſe. 

Firſt, I ſay it is a good cauſe. The ju## Lord that is in 
zevh.3.4: the midst of his Church will do no iniquity. The righteous 
Therefore a Lord loveth righteouſneſſe. Now you know it isa bleſ- 
good cauſe: feq thing to have a good cauſe, though it be a meane 
Pal. 35:27; Cauſe. David often pleaded this before God, that his 

cauſe was juſt, his cauſe was upright. Let thens ſhout for 

Joy, that ya my righteous cauſe. And onthe other 

ſide it muſt needs be a curſed thing to manage a 

curſed cauſe : when David's cauſe was good , his 
adverſaries muſt needs bee evill, and then he could 

foretell that they ſhould be aſhamed and brought to confu- 

Pfal, 35:26: ſion, clothed with reproach and diſhonour who oppofed 

themfelves againſt him. | = 

Secondly , being Gods cauſe, it is a zoble cauſe: a 
man may poſſibly among men have a good caufe and 
a”, but a trifle, a thing of no great conſequence: 
but if it be Gods cauſe, let it appeare never ſo contem- 
ptible,it is ſubſervient tothe higheſt end, that can = 
L1D1Y 


A noble 
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ſibly be thought of. The ſalvation of ſoules,the glory AN are 
of God, ec. Honour uſes toput men upon hard and curſed. 


i. 


OO CENT 


crowxe, though but a corruptible crowne. There is com- Eg 

fort in doing good to one, butto advance the good of 

many,eſpecially of the Churchof God, how honou- 

rable, how glorious is 1t 2 Eo 
Thirdly,Gods cauſe is a ſucceſſefull cauſes weapon a ncens- 


can proſper that is formed x oy it, and every tongue that 77 "op 


riſes up ini judgement againſt it ſhall be condemned , Thie 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. This Gamaliel ſaw, As 5-38. 
when he adviſed the councell of the high Prieſts,and 
Pharifces,and Rulers,torefrain from oppoſingthe A. 
poſtles, 1f this work be of men it will come to nought, but if 
it be of' God ye cannot overthrow it, it is in vaine to fight 
againſt God. Since then the Churches cauſe is Gods 
cauſe,ind conſequently a good cauſe, a noble ind ficceſ} 
ful cauſe, you may caſilyhence conclude the happireſſe 
that accompanies the promoting of ir. And on the 
contrary as cafily diſcern,how curſed a thing it is,not 
only to undergo the diſgrace of manvaging a wicked 
and baſe enterpriſe, bur to fail of that which wicked 
men uſe to cheriſhthemſelves with, the hopes of the 


_ Comfort of rewardand obtaining their defires. 


Secondly, conſider our relation to the Church.And 2 Our re- 


ation to the 


that affords three otherexcellent arguments to prove church, 
men blefled or curſcd,according as they help or help 
nor the Church of God. 

Firſt, whatſoever abilities any man enjoyes,where- _ 
with he may any wayecs be uſefull , they are all gi- ye 
ven him to this very end, to make him ſervice bl t » lens ae 31 


Ven us ro 


the Church. A the manifeflations of the ſpirit are g1ven terve the 


zo preftwithallAll thegifts which Chrift powre! on” ſeats; 
; | D when 
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Men ar 7 ' . 
car when hheaſcended up on-high.,. are for the perfeit:ng o 
blege » the Saints, andthe bo ding K of the Ja of chriſt 4s 4 
= weryonehathrereived agift, ſolet him-minifter, as good 
Tart 35-  ftewards of the manifold graces of God. The Church is 
the common ſtorehouſe ts which all our wealth muſt 
be carried. Salus Eccleſie ſuprema lex. Waich being ſo, 
the happineſle of every thing being the attaining of 
| theend for which it was appointed, and the curle of it 
the perverting of it toa wrong end, they muſt needs 
| be bleſſed who ſerve the Church, and he muſt needs 
be curſed that deprives the Church of its. own due. 
Salomon ſaith.that he that withholds corne in atime of fa- 
Prot, 11: 26 mine the people ſhall curſe him, though it were his owne 
corne, bur ſuppoſe a man had the keeping of the pro- 
viſion of the whole town corne, which were none of 
his owne, he only intrufted with the keyes of it, and 
fhould let the people ſtarve for want of that food., 
which he ſhould keepe purpoſely for them : or that a 
man had the keeping of a Magazen foran Army to 
furniſh them with, what might make them victorious, 
and their ſafety and victory. hazzarded, if not loſt 
through his defaulr,, were not this man a villaine and 
atraitor to his country & | 
Our conjun= Secondly, Confider how: zeare. the relation is be- 
the equith twixt the Church and ws; ( except we be of the mal:e- 
___ nant Church, ofthe Dragons army , and then no more 
need be ſaid to prove men curſed. ) The Church is our 
Mother, and all the Saints are our Brethren, a Relation 
| which all Lawes of God and mando faſten duty up" 
Kon. 2 7 ON. The eye that mocketh at his father or deſþ:ſcth to obey 
| hi mother, the Ravens of the wally fhall picke it out, and the 
young Eagle s ſhall eate it. Paul thought he did no more 


than his duty, when he had great heavines and continual. 
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ſorrow in his heart, and could wiſh himſelfe accurſed from **h51 hep 
Chrii for his Brethren his kinſmen,who were Iſraclites. the Ch ch 
Thirdly, All our own bleſſedneſſe ftands or falls *=® 

with the bleſſedneſſe of the Church. The Church is 2 att 
ſuch a corporation, or myſticall body, as hath in it all ips with | 
the properties of a naturall body wherein no members Rom. 13.4. 
can be happy inan abſtracted ſenſe, but as parts con- "bt? 
joyned with the whole : becauſe every part hath be- 

ſides the neare relation to thewhole a ſubliſtency in it, 

which is the foundation of any other good it receives. 

And ſo conſequently,the good or gaine of the whole 

is the gaine of every member, and whatſoever tends 

to the diſſolution of the whole, cannot but be de- 
ſtruQive to all the parts. As when a company of 
Merchants have butone joyned ſtocke, every penny 

gained or loſt is gaine or loſle to them all. Or as it 1s 

with a company of paſſengers in the ſame Ship, ſave 

the veſſell and you fave all, ſinke the Ship, and every 

mans Cabbin is caſt away. Now this is a more prevat- 

ling argument than reaſon can make, it is grounded in 

nature which muſt prevaile withall ; Nature makes 

heavy thin2s to aſcend, ratherthan-the whole ſhould 
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oy l Vilaer be endangered by : v_ Laws teaches _ 
<a wal, HOngUeto cry out, when the toe 1s trod upon, the han 
b- ___ . x97 ,th ks belly ſtarve not,the feetto runne;t hat 
2 Pr the back be not cold. Every man finds this inthe natu- 
ts 11 body ; and Gods Spirit dwelling in all the Saints 
e Comms orkes the ſame ſpiritual diſpoſition in them that are 
bren, a Rea partakers of the divine nature, That there be no Schiſme 
O faſten dum ;, 1;0;/0n in the body of Chriit, but that all the members 500m ws 
Dr deſprſeth ti may have the ſame care one for another, That whether one 
iCke 11 0, al ember ſuffer, all the members ſhould ſufſe: w.th it,cr 9;.e 
t he did 1W = exber be honoured, all the memb:rs fhouldre;oxce with it. 
es and - _ D2 By 
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= Tt ASermoi preached” at the Ite Bait 
Men =e By this timeI hope it iscleare,thatif we look upon 


bleffed, Gods promiſes Or threatnings, mens experience in all a- 
SO ges, Or the Churches intereſt in God, his neare union 
- with it, his affe#ion toit , his-owning the Churches 

| cauſe, orif we conſider our own engagements to the 
Church, our neareconjunttion with it, and under God 


the depeudance of all our comforts and wellfare upon 


ir, wemay and muſt conclude,that all men are bleſſed or 
curſed according 4s — or help not the church of God. 
&ppEcation - The reſt of the time I ſha]l ſpend in the Application 
of it, that what is thus cleare toyour judgement and 
conſcience, may by Gods blefling take due place in 
your hcarts and converſations. Andthere are but two 
colletions which I ſhall make for uſe. The firſt, bricf- 
ly for terrour and 7eproof;, the ſecond more largely, for 
exhortation and duty. 


1 Forre- Firſt, for reproofe. This ſpeaks very fadly againſt 


proofe 


chem ho two ſorts:of people whereof (God knowes) there are 
clp a- 


ia he MAny hundreds of thoufands who. yet profeſſe 


-lrch. themſclvs to be Chriſtians. As firſt, Are all they cur- 
{ed that-doe not thus helpe the Lord againſt the migh- 
ty?what then are they, who inſtead ef helping the Lord 
againſt the mighty, do help the mighty againit the Lord? 
who inſtead of joyning all their ſtrength, and giving 
all their aſſiſtance to the Church in her ditreſſe, doe 
giveallthe affiſtance they can to the enemies of the 
Church,chat they may do miſchief av1inſt theCbureb? 
What ſhall we thinke of theſe men ? How many arc 
there who have as it were centred their names into the 
Dragons muſter-book, openly bidding defiance againſt 
the Church of Chriſt, in cyery good cauſe? who walke 
Aatipodes againſt che cauſe of God, like Antiochns, 
making war againſtthe Saints, like the little horne » 
Danze 
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Daniel , wearing out the Saints of the moſt high in all pla. 25%: help 


ces where they can prevail*how many others, like the the. Church 
Kings and Princes inthe 2. Pſal. Set. themſelves, and ._____ 
take counſell againſt thy Lord and againſt his Annointed, 


digging as deep as bell for counſell to do all the miſchiefe = 


they can ro the ſervants ofthe Zord Tefus Chriſt? How 

many others with Ba/aam, doc what in them lies to 

curſe them for reward, who for very malice raile up- 

on and-revile the childrenof the-moſt High ? How 

wany others,with Ede, look upon the affliction of 1(- 

rael , rejoycing over them in the day of their deſtruftion. 
ſpeaking proudly in the day ef their diſtreſſe, crying ont a. IG 37. 
gainſt Teruſalem; down with it, downe with it even tothe © 
ground. flow many others,with Amalek, ſmite the hind- 

moit of Gods Church, all who are weake and feeble, when 

they are faint and wearie, adding ſorrowes and increaf- 

ing the burthen of the afflited:How many,with Sav- 

ballat and Tobiah,are grieved when any are found to 

doe good in 1ſraet, endeayouring to hinderthe build- 

ing of Si9n,and to further the repairing of the walls of 
Babylon? God knowes there are too many ſuch,I hope 

not many ſach preſent here this day before the Lord. 

But concerning theſe, if there ſhould be any ſuch here 

by what name ortirleſhall I call them? The Gyants 

who make war againſt heaven,f«uaxe,,fiphtcrs againſt 

God, I know no appellation fitter for them. But what- 

ſoever they delight to be called, I moſt carneſtly be- 
ſeech them in their moſt ſecret thoughts to anſwer 
theſe few queſtions. ' By what injuric hath the Loxd 
provoked thee thus againſt him £ what injquitic haſt 


thou found in him « what hurt hath Chriſt donero 


thee ? what evils arc his righteous ſeryants guilty of = 
againſt thee? Or if thou canſt give no reaſon of 
D 3 this 


. _ SEYIM079 preached as the late Faſt : 


os or bleſ- 


a. 


All are eur- this, but only 7103 4mo-te,uec poſſum dicere quare. T know 
no reaſon, but my heart ſtands againſt them. What ho- 
— zour or reward doſt thou expett for this deſperate ſcr- 
vice 2 What hope haſt thou of ſpeeding 2 Canſt thou 
make thy forces ſtrong enough to carry the day 2 © 
friend thoughthou beeſt proud and daring , yet be nor 
mad, no weapon will proſper which is formed againſt 
them. God hath ſworne it againſt all the people who 
zeck,143i2, fipht againſt Feruſalem, that their fleſh frat conſume 
whileſt they ſtand upon their feet their eyes ſhall rot in their 
holes, their tongue fhall conſume away in their month, O 
ſet not Briars and Thornes to fight againit devouring fire. 
Let the potſheards ſtrive with the Potſheards of the Earth, 
1,274 but let not a poor worm fight againſt his maker. Thou 
2459 art too weake to ſtrive with God. Kicke not againſt 
thele prickes,abſtaine, abſtaine from thoſe men of whom 
' the Lord hath ſaid, -he that touches them, touches the ap- 

ple of mine eye. | 


T them | . . : - : 
oe ie) Secondly, There are others (not open enemies pro 


' Nemers fefling to take partagainſt the Church ) who ſtand as 


nenters,who ſtand a loofe off, ſhewing themſclves nei- 
ther open enemies nor true friends, like the Samari- 
tans, Who feared the Lord and ſerved their Idols, of 
whom alſo Foſephus ſaith,that when theFewes were in 
zKings17, proſperity the Samaritans were their friends, butwere 
"itt ever ſevered from them intheir adverſity. Bur as the 
Lord ſaid of them when they feared the Lord and 
ſeryed their Idols, they feared not the Lord: ſo he will 
one day ſay of theſe, they love not the Lord. The 
fay ſuchas ſtand zemters are ordinarily cruſhed,” whic 
ſlide ſoever wins, but the Lord acknowledges no New- 
ters. This textcurſes all them who come x0t out to helpe 
him, as well as thoſe who came to fight againſt _ 
a | 1 d 
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In Fu, 
And our Saviour at the laſt day will as well denounce * Pq 


go ye curſed 2gainſt them,who gave them not breadwhen Gods Chu: 
they were hungry, as them who plucked their bread a- © © 
way from them. And in this caſe it is acertaine rule, 

for it is Chriſts rule, he that is not with mes againit me. 

And of theſe Neuters there are two forts. Firſt, ſome 

ſtand Neuters out of policy, becauſe they will ſee which Mz12,6, 
ſide ſhall prevaule, that they may be ſure to joyne with hh ova 
the winning fide; of theſe we have a notable example 5& p61, 
Fude. 8. when Gideon was purſuing Zeba and Zalmun- T*%*3t4.s 
nahrhe Kings of Midran, he cals to the men of Succoth, 

and the men of Penuel, to help to victuall his Army, 

Give, I pray you, loaves to them that follow me, for they 

are faint. But they would firſt ſce what would be the 

Verſe 6, 


inthine hanas.that we ſhould give bread unto thine Army? 
As who ſhould ſay, if you have gotten the day, weare 


for you, if not, you muſt pardon us,we will looke on a 


while longer; and. even ſo do many falſchearted 
friends deale with the Church of God, turne Fewes; 

when they haye an honoured Mordeca;, and as ready to 

cut their throats when Haman prevailes againſt them. 

They will be ſure to be of the winning fide, that they 

may ſave their own ſtake; but what Gideens anſwer 

was to the men of Succoth and Penuel, when the Lord 

hath delivered Zeba and Zalmaunnah into mine hand, they Verſe 6,7 
will I teare your fleſh with briars and thornes of the as 
wilderneſſe,then will T beate down your Towers, and ſlay the 

men of your City and accordingly did ir: ſuch like doom 

and execution ſhall all politick. Neuters receive from 


the hand of Chriſt. 


2 There is a ſecond fortof Neuters who neither : 0: ox 
ſlorhfull 


oppoſe the Church nor helpe it ; not out of ag > careleſpeſe 
| | n 


—_— 


"Ih A Sermon preached at the late Fail 


All ecur- ur mere fluggiſhneſſe and defire of caſe or baſcnes 
ſed. of ſpirit: loving only their worldly profits and ſenſu- 
all pleaſures, nothing regarding what concernes reli- 

gion, or the Church: like Gafio the Deputie of CL- 

chaia, who when the Tewes,one while beat Paul , ano- 

ther while the Ruler of the Synagogue ( as the Text 

42s Bae: ſzyes)cared for none of theſethings. If it had beene a 
matter of right or equitie, things belonging to the Ro- 
»4ulawes,he was ready to appeare, bur if it be a war- 

ter of Religion, it was out of his clement, heis indiffe. 

rent, whether the Beare bite the Dog, or the Dog bite 

the Beare. it isall one to him. Abundance of cheſeare 

tobe found every where,of whom we may ſay,as Sa- 

lomon in another caſe, The heart knowes his owne bitter- 

weſſe, &e. They neither know the Churches bitter- 

Pror.14-20, nefſe, nor arc acquainted with the joy of it, Such ( 
1629 thinke) were the men of 7abeſh Gilead, who when all 


the Tribes of Iſrael had bound themſelves by oath to 


proſecute that bloody murder of the Zevites Concu- 
bine, againſt the Benjamites,and neverto returne untill 
th ey had avengcd it. they let both fides alone, they 
had buſineſſe cnongh of their owne at home, not 
doubting but there were menenough to do the work, 
though they kept themſelves quiet. But this neutrality 
of theirs coſt them deare inthe end, their owne heart 
blood paid for it and it is moſt probable, that Meroz 
in this Text was guilty of no other fault. The Lord 
orant that they may be warnings to us,that we bee not 
made warnings to others. I hope this may ſufficefor 
reproofe. | 
_—_ The ſecond Ufſe,and that which I moſt aime at, is 
2ForEx-. fOr exhortation, Oh that I were able to ſpeake ſome- 
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mightie: I confeſſe the day,the occaſion of our meet- 
ing, this Text, and your place and office. ( Right Ho- 
nourable and beloved ) give me an infinite advan- 
tageto ſpeake, if I wereableto improve all for your 
good. The thing I aime at, is, to ſend you home 
with Luthers reſolution, whoproteſted to God, that 
ao portion, which God could give him in this 
world ſhould content him but onely this, to bee 
Gods Servant, to beea »ſefull man in his Church, 
he would carencither for filvernor gold, neither for 
honour nor reproach: eaſe and labour ſhould bee all 
one, {o that hee might bee accepted and uſefull . 
And would the Lord vouchſafe to make my la- 
bour effectuall with you in this thing , I ſhould 
bee a bleſſed man in my worke, and you ſhould 
goe home the bleſſedeſt company that ever met 
inſuchan Aſſemblie. To this end I ſhall endeavour 
two things, 

Firſt, to give you ##0r/ves or incentives to inflame 
your hearts after ſuch a temper of ſpirit,that you may 
be willing to give up your {clves to rhe help of the 
Lord and his Church. 

Secondly, ſome diredFions to enable youintruth 
and realitie to be uſefull. And although moſt of the 


curſed 
NE 


To give cur 
ſelves up to 
the ſervice 
of the Chur. 


Motives 


thereunts, 


thingsthat T ſhall ſpeake doe chiefely concern you, 


our honourzble Worthies, yet they will in their pro. 
portion reachthe meancſtinihe congregarion. ' 


 Toftir you up,conſider theſe three morives. 


1 From 
Gods 


Firſt, the honour of God. Certainly the higheſt gar. 


end of our living inthis world, is to honour God. 
Hallowed bethy name, is the firſt petition of every 


one that ſaith the Lords Prayer. Now a man 
E never 


I 
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| Men-atd + NEVEr gives glory to God as God, never ſets up God 
_ 3n his right place till he have devored himſclf who!- 
——— ly and abſvlutcly to ſerve him 1n what is moſt acce. 
prable with him. And I have made it apparent 


A Sermon Preached at the late F aft 


tharthe Church of Chriſt is that ficld from which . t 


he expe&s rhe moſt plentifull crop of glory, and 
and therefore would have the: moſt coſt beſtowed on 
it; He gcts glory by all our actions , but in what wee 
doe for the Church, wee give him glory and that in 
the higheſt degree. 
Secondly , as for Gods ſake, fo for the Ehurches 
ſake. Ir is ever well with the-Church, when the 
membetsof it, doe preferre the Churches good a- 
bove their owne. Polititians and Hiſtorians obſerve 
rhis of Stares and Empires, that they uſually thrive 
when the Subjects are Commoz: wealths mex , every 
one endeavouring to promote the publick good. Livie 
obſerves this of Rowe, that ſo long as men would 
tcave their trades, farmes and merchandiſe , Ladies 
part with their Jewels and ornaments, rather than a- 
ny detriment ſhould come to the Citie ;, all Nations 
were ſubdued co them : -But when they grew pri» 
wvate, wealths men, every one labouring to preſerve and 
adern his owne Cabbinonly ; the ſhip preſently was 
endangered and went to decay. This 1s astrue of the 
Church. Inallthe rifiog times of ir, God hath ever 
ſtirred up ſuch noble and generous ſpirirs, who have 
given themſelves tothe Lord, and the ſervice of the 
q Church. Inthe Ads of the Apoſtles you ſhall find that 
_ Cap-2:44, They were all of one heart and one mind. Noman ſaid that 
Y 34". onebt of the things that he poſſeſſed was his own, they had 
all things common. Sold tbeir peſſeſcions and goods ,diſtri- 
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one ſoule poſſeſſed them all : This was rhe thriving 25 they help 


Woe im ot time of the Church. Then their multitude increaſed 


made it apps 
field fro 


p of glory,, 


or hel p nor 


| the Church 
by thouſands and ten thouſands and walking in the of God- 
feare of the I ord,and the comfort of the Holy Ghoft 
were multiplyed. But when once men grew to ſeeke 
their owne things,and not the things of Teſus Chriſt, and 
his Church, the Church ſoone tell into a languiſh- 
ing condition, As therefore you defire to keepe up ag.s.z, 
the ſpirits and ſtrength of the Church, ſo labour to 
keepe up your own ſpirits for the Church, as you de- 
fire that may not faint, ſo doe youtake heed of faint- 
ing inthe ſervice of it, 
Thirdly, as for Gods ſake, and the Churches ſake, 
ſo for your owne ſake, for your owne comfort and ; rrom ouc 
benefir, and that in many reſpets. As firſt , Such a gup*s*0% 
frame of Spirit asthis will bcerhe beſt evidence of 
your owne ſafe condition, of your peace with God , 
tis a comfortable thing for a man to hate his luſts, 
© ſtrive againſt them, to waite upon duties , to 
attend upon Ordinances, to bee ofren enquiring, 
What ſhall 1doe to bee ſaved? but all this may bee 
but ſelfe love ( although ſuch a love God ap- 
proves of ) but when the ſovle comes to enq uire, 
what ſhall I doe that Chriſt may bee glorlfied, 
that his Church may bee edified? to know no 
croſſe but the Churches crofſe? to preferre the 
Joy of the Church befare all his owne peace and 
wellfare ? this is not only an Argument of a man 
looking Heaven-ward , but one that hath pro- 
ceeded farre in the way ; A Scholler of the firſt 
and high-ſt forme ; and this is that which Saint 
Tohn meanes, when hee doth ſo frequently ang 


all our evidence to Heaven, upon Love of aan 
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rr or from ceath 0 life , becauſe wee Love the Brethren. 


— In this are the Children of God manifeſt from the 
children of the Divell : Hee that loves not hw bro- 

1h. 3:14 rher:, +4 208 of -God. +: Hereby wee know that wee are 
4c. Of the truth; and jhatl aſſure our hearts before him. 
' © Every one that loves God, loves him alſothat is be. 
gotten of him. And many o:her expreſſions, as 
if Saint lob» knew no other evidence but Love, 
now what Love is it © Hee mecanes it not of an 
inward aff<ion only, to wiſh wellto them, and 
ſo forth, but by love to ſerve our brechren, ro lay 
out our ſelves. , ourlives, and parts, and all to ferve 
them, To lay dewne our lives for the Brethren, as 
Chriſt laid downe bis life for us, This was that 
tnat bore up Hezekiahs heart inthe time of his fack- 
neſſe', when hee conld pleade, Lord , remember 
that 1 have done that which #s good in thy ſight . 
What was the good that Hezekiah had done? e- 
venthis, Hee had ſer himſelte ro purge Religion., 
to ſetup Gods Ordinances, to make the Church 
proſper, given up himſelfe to the publick ſervice 
of the-Church of God, This made Nehemiah com- 
tortably to goc to God; Oh my God, wipe not 


Y-16- 


Ia. 38-3: 


Nca1;..4: of my God, And indced, there neither is nor can 

be, any more certaine or infallible ſigne of a living 
L member of Chrifts body, and of our communion 
E with J-ſus Chriſt in his holy Spirit, that Spirit which 
TE dwels and-acts. in his whole myſticall body, then 
I _ this, to ſymparhize wichthe Church, to ſuffer in the 
, ſufferings of ir, to rejoyce in the conſolations of 
f x and.o preferre the good.of it, before that of 
\ 


Men ares brethren , Hereby wee know that wee are tranſlated 


out the good deeds, that I- have done for the Houfe 


&, 


Y, 


55 
. -— 
1 


TI 
late Faſt, 


e are tranſly 
- the Breath 
wifeſt from | 
wes not his h 
wow that weey 
res before hy 
w alſo thatii, 
-xpreſſions, ; 
nce but L 

es It not 0; 
Ito them, x 
xerhren, rok 
, and alltoſs 
be By thre, 
This was ti 
ime of hisk 
ord , four 
« in thy | 

7 had "5g 
purge Rely 
ake the Clu 
publick 
> Nehemidia 
God, wig! 


e for thelk 


eicher 1s 80; 


ſigncof alt 


our comm 
that Spirit 
call body, i 
, to ſuffeti 
' conſolatid - 


before - 


before the Commons Howſe of Parliament. 29 
our owne {oules : Secondly, the honour of It ws tc 
or help not 


may provoke: you. Ingenuous and \Noble Spj- 7p n« 
rits will doe more for their honour than for their fo 4. 
22ine, now if you waigh..it inthe Ballance of the 


Sanctuary, you ſhall finde,, that to bee a publick Ando: 


onour be: 


ſervant ofthe Church, to have an influenceinto fore God 
the wellfare of many , - is the greateſt honour To hs tn 
which God communicates to any Creature; The 
Creatures which are forpublick and univerſalluſe, 

are moſt noble. and excellent, the, World might 

ſtand well enough without Pearles -and Jewels, 

anda thouſand ſuch like things , bur the fire, the 
water, the Sunne, the Earth, which are ſervants 

ta all, the Wotld were ruined without them.. - 
Yea this will make us like tothe Angels, the ex- 
cellenteſt of all: Gods creatures, whoſe delight- 

full employment is to bee. MHiniſtring Spirits, 

ſent forth to Miniſter for them, whoſhall bee heires 

of ſalvation. What ſhall I ſay, this makes us (more 

than any thing elſe) like unro God himſelfe, rhow 

art good and doeſt good + almolt all the knowledge 
which we have of the glory of God, comes from 

the good which God diffuſcth into the Creature, 

and they pattake mioſt of Gods nature, and 
moft eminently beare his Image, who are his moſt 


. . A YO 


uſefull inftroments in doing. good to. his Chuech 


 and'people; andifwe'markeit, wee ſhall ſcldome 


findethe Holy *Gtioſt in the Scripture, to- point 
out any as truly honourable, but under this notion, 
that they ſtudy the wellfare aud goad of Sion. 


 Marke them wligm Saint Pa»! commends in the 


twelfth to the Rowars, andyce ſhall ſee this is 
the matter of their praiſe ;*'Phabe was 4 ſervant of 
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Al lare cur -the Church at Cenchrea , * ſhee was a favonrer of many. 
led orble © LOuzla aud. Priſcilla were Pauls helpers, ready te 
——— lay downe their neckes for a publick good. HMary, 
 <Andrenicus, Prban, Triphena, Triphoſa , and ma. 
ry other, this is their commendation, They labou- 
red muchinthe Lord. So the houſhold of Srepha- 
pus, Paul would have all of them ſubject to the 
houſhold of Srephanus, he would have them num- 
x Cor,6:15 bred among the Patricii, What was the houſe 
hold of Szephanes * It may bee ſome honeſt 
Tradeſman in his Civill ranke : but here is the 
Crowne : They additted themſelves to the ſervice 
. cor8,23. Of the Saints: and of the meſſengers of the Chur- 
' " Ches, ſome good men that came onthe Churches 
crrand, the Apoftke faith, if any inquired what 
they were, what ranck or qualitic they were of, 


hee anſwers, they were The Meſſengers of the 
Churches , the glory of Chriſt. Yea Saint Paul of 
himſelfe, who ſeldome gloryed offiimſelfe, who 
thoughhee were the greateſt Apoſtle , efteemed 
himſelfe the greateſt ſinner, yet could not for. 
beare gloryirg in this, That hee laboured more 4- 
 bundanily than any others , that the Care of all the 
Churches lay upon him, that bee became all things to 
all men, that hee mi h, ſave ſome , and the Stigma- 

| | t4, the brands or markes that hee bore about his 
q | body for his ſervice in the Church, hee did more 
glory in, than any Noble man can gf his George 
7 or Blew Ribband : You ſhall ſee it, Galathians 
; 6. verſe r7. The Gulathiens had uſed Saint Pat 
ſomewhat courſely, judged his aQions and intenti- 
ons, and marke how Saint Paul ſeemes to take ſtate 
j upon him , from henceforth let no man at —+ 
; : art 
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- truth of this would eafily bee ſcene. 
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my body, the Stigmata, the markes of the Lord Ieſus-: 
this was a badge of. his honour , and theretore 
they muſt uſe him honourably, and indeed if wee 
compare the honour and glory.chat reſts upon men 
for the ſervice of Chriſt and his Church, and 
that which vaine men ſceke in other things, the 


Suppoſe 


: 2 
' What mace himthus high in his Spirit? 7 beare 171 asthey help 


or he!p not 
God s Ch 


one man couid ſay, this wound. I received in 


fighting fora Mzrfiris in a Duell : Another thus, 
my ſtate is empaired in brangling ſites at Law, 
Another in gameing and Whorcing, What fruit? 
whar glory is in theſe things 2 but now on the 0. 
ther ſide, whena ſervant of God can ſay , Hec 
manus 0b Ecileſiam pugnando, &c. theſe offices I 
loſt, this preferment I went withoun; thus was 
I ſcorned, thus is my body waſted for Chriſts ſake 
and for his Churches ſake; this is glory indeed, 
thisglory exceeds the-happineſſe of morrtalitie, and 
will outlive all wealth and pleaſure. And allexpe- 
rienceſhewes us, that however ſuch men arc moſt 
oppoſed and ſcorned by the enemies of the 
Church, who alwayes moſt fightagainſt the Cz- 
ptaines and Leaders, yet among the Saints theſe 
are the moſt precious men, one of them eſteemed 
worth a thouſand of others : and-thus ſome thinke 


Saint Parl to aime at in the fifth to the Romans , 


when he ſaith , (carcely for arighteous man will one 
dye, yet perddventure {or 4 good man, that is, 
2 uſefull Man, a fervicedble Min, a Man 
whoſe life and lavoms benefits 12ny, Some 
would even dare to dies Thirdly , nor 1s the 


Reward leſle atthe preſent it may bee ſuch inſtru- 
> ments 
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All are cur- 


ments may 1c o{-? a or brethren, or chilaren, or 


iedor ble [ands, and their owne lives , but they ſhall finde it 


againe, in this life a hundred fold befides the inberi- 


tance of everlaſting life, Bread caſt upon theſe wa- 
ters is feed ſowen 1n fertile ground ; the boſome of 
the Churchis the moſt fruitfull ſoile in the world. 
Fleſh and blood will never belicvethis, bur Jeſus 
Chrift the Lord of Life and Gloty, whoſe all 
the Silverand Gold in the World is, who hath 
power enough to promote his ſervants and fa- 
vourites, hath ſufficiently aſſured us of this in his 
Goſpell ; Men will ſecurely adventure their c- 
ſtates upon Ropes and Cables in the deepe Seas, 
when the enſuringofhce is ingaged for their ſecuri. 
ties if yee dare truſt the infurcing office of Hea- 
ven, goe on, ſervethe Church, Ipromiſe in the 
Name of Chriſt to you; yee ſhall bee paid c- 


very penny , every houres ſleepe which yee have 


broken , every gray haire which 1s-hereby ſcatte- 
red upon your head, every diſcaſe which yee have 
contracted, every reproach which you have ſuf. 
fered, ye ſhall looſe nothing by all or any of theſe, 
he will repay it you 1n this world an hundred fc1d 
in bctterthings, it may be with trouble and perſe. 
curion, but in the world tocome ye ſhall have life 
everlaſting ; Thus farrethe motives, which would 
the Lord let ſinke jnto your hearts: how would yce 
with Pal rejoyce to be offcred up a Sacrifice for 
the Church of Chiiſt? how willingly would yee 
continueto ſpend, andto bee ſpent in ſo good 
worke? 


Secondly, ſome diretions how we may be able 
to doe this : where —— 
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Firft,I ſhall ſhew what isrequiſite to prepare us and by ve 
fi us to be the Churches ſervants. Secondly, how thc Church 
and wherein, they that are fic ſhould heip the — 
Church. 

Firſt, men muſt bee ficted for it; this Mercwry 
is not made of every wood; the Lerd needs £0 In- makews vine 
fruments; if hee uſe any, it is propter munificen- © 
tram, not propter indigentiam ; becauſe hee meanes 
to honour them, not becaule they can benefit him: 
and therefore hee will make them choice ſpirits, 
rare and {1ogular men,:o whom hee will thus com- Ti: pc:fone 
municate his own gloty, and three things muſt "'* ** 
meet inthem. Firſt, They muſt be godly ; a Ge- tin voup. 
nerall in an Army, neither gives pay nor command 
ro any, untill rey bee duly entred into bis muſter- 
book : Now men are never numbred among the 
Lambs followers , their names are not entred into 
his Liſt,uorill they be Saints.Read Revelatioz,where 


everthe Lambs followers are deſcribed, They are.,,,, 


fuch as have waſhed their Robes, made them white in 


the blood of the Lamb, ſeruing him naght and day, :..4. 
they are redeemed from the earth , in therr mouth ts 


found no gnile, They that arewith the Lamb are 


calledand choſen and faithfull, And it muſt needs be 
ſo; for ſo long as men are in their unregencrate 
condition, they are Satans vaſſals 1n rhe maine; there 
is not in chem a («bſtratum of reall uſefulneſſe ro 
the Church: their heart cannot be with the Lord. 
ror his people: iis only the new life which is 
the right principle of this ſervice which is here 
expected : If therefore the Lord have kinodled in 
any of your hearts a deſire to doe him ſervice; I 

F beſecch 
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All are © -beſeech you, firſt, bumble your ſouls deeply before 
ed 2s t1ey Cod for your ſinnes; get your Robes waſhed in the 
blood of the Lamb,reſtnot rill the Spiric of Chriſt 
core to dwell 12 you, and when yee have, once with 
the Theſſalonians,given your ſelves firſt tothe Lord, 


then yee are fit to give your ſelves to the Church 
for the Lords ſake. | 
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2 Deoiers Secondly, as they muſt be godly, who would be 
Fires ſervants tothe Church ; fo they muſt learn to deny 

themſelves, they muſt be taken off from all private 
ſelfe-engagements; they muſt ſer lizhr by rheir 
own eaſe, their own profir, and their own lite : If azy 
man (faith Chrift) come to me, and hate 0t his father, 
and mother, and wiſe, and children, and brethren, and 
fiſters, yea , and his own life alſo , hecannot bee my Diſ- 
cepte. Searchthrough all the Scriptures, you ſhall 
 bardly finde a man who ever was ficted to bee uſe- 
full in the Church, till he had ſet himſelfe aftde; 
No mas that warreth, entangleth binſelfe with the af- 
fares of this life,that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen 


Luke 14-26. 


'F Tim, So 4+ 


him to be a ſouldier, And therefore it was the A,B,C, 


which Chriſt taught all his followers, even this 
leſion of ſelfe-denzall: You ſhall read Mat.20.v.22. 
Thar when the mother of 7ames and 7ohx came to 
| ſeek preferment at Chrifts band for her two ſonres, 
_ that the one might ſit ar his 7/ght hand, and the other 
at his /eft in his Kingdome ; Chriſt preſently nips 
that motion in the head, and tells them, thatinſtead 
of expeQting ſuch high and pleafant things in this 
world, they muſt (ff they meant to be his fi 
< Prepare tO drink of his cup, and to be baptized with bis 
baptifine; that is, take paines and ſuffer _ 
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And verily ſad experience hath taught this , that * t'-ybcip 
men are never cordiall to the Church of Chrift, 6ctvr. 
who embrace this preſent world, Tt is recordedof the 
King of Navarre then a Proteſtant b2ing preſſed by 
Beza, to appeare more in the cauſe of God, and to 
Owne religion to the purpcſe: He makes him an- 
{wer to this effeR, That he was their friend, but hee 
reſolved to put no further to Sea,than that he might 
get to ſhore if a ſtorme ſhould riſe, hereſolved not to 
bazzard his hopes of the Crown of France, and you 
know what becamc of him. Sowhen men will make 
rcligionas twelve, and the world as thirteen, they 
will in ſad tryals, with Demas, forſake the cauſe and , x. +. 
ſervants of God, and embrace the preſent world: Like 
thoſe Potters recorded in the firſt of the Chro, who 
dwelt among plants and bedges : There they dwelt with 
the King for his work. A brand which the holy Ghoſt 
ſets upon them , who when Cyrus proclaimed 1t- 
berty and encouragement to returne to /cruſalem , 
to rebuild the Temple and ſer up the worſhip of 
God, refuſed to goe back with their brerhren, and 
choſe rather to dwell among plants and hedges, 
than to hazzard a gaineſu!l trade, which they made 
of the Kings work. O beloved , rake heed of theſe 
choaking thornes ; the riches, cares, and pleaſures 
of this worid ; eſpecially beware of the wor!d,when 
it comes with flattering allurements : Many ſhips 
have been ſwallowed in a calme,when they have out- 
rid ſeverall ſftormes, Troubies and perſecutions , 
(like the winde in Plutarchs Parable) make men gird 
their cloak (their profeſſion of religion and ſervice 
to the cauſe of God) cloſer to them, when the 
© 3 warme 
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Men are cur- 


geavccr warme Sunne-ſhine of preferments ſteales it from 


ſed 


them. * 
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Cur, 


Rebus 1n adverfis facile eft contemnere vitam, 


There is a notable ſtory of a fouldier of Artigonn:, 
one whom the Prince obſerved to be a very valiant 
man, ready to adventure upon any deſperate ſervice, 
and therefore mach favoured him; andovferving 
that he ſt:1l looked pale and lean, would needs know 
what he ayled, and fiading that he hada ſecrer and 
dangerous diſeaſe, he cauſed all poffible meanes to 
be uſed for hisrecovery; which when it wasaccom- 
pliſhed, the Prince odflired himto be lefle forward 
in ſervice than formerly, and demanding the rea- 
Tor, he wgenuouſly acknowledged that now he felt 
the {weetneſle of life, and was loth to loſe ir. And 
thus doe many thouſands , who with [onathaz when 
they come iato a wood that drops with honey,leave 
the chaſe of Gods encmies, and feed upon the 
{weetneſle of worldly advancement... But, O yee 
Worthies, fly a theſe things ; with Paul, efteem yoar 
Iryes20t deare-to you: Let no earthly thing move you. ſo 
y0umay fintſh your courſe and ſervice appointed you fron 
and for the Lord Tejus Chrif : and; conclude with 
Eſther, if I periſh,1 periſh... 

Thirdly, whoſoever: would bee a reall- uſefull tn- 

.Arvment forthe good of the Church , muſt ger an 

-rfatgned love ro the Church planted in his heart, 
thatit may beare fruir in his life and ations, All we 
d0 15 nothing but oxr /abour of love, Love will force 

more than the ſtrappado, draw more than a yoke of 
OXEn 
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Oxen ; It is a {ſweet and ſtrong tyrant, When rhe they help 


5; he!b not 


Apoſtle Paul had preſſedthe Coreathians earneſtly he fink 


1s the way of /ove, which he layes downe in the thir- 
teenth chapter : which will dce all rhings, eagare all 
things, without which if men had the tongues of 
men and Angels, all other gifts of propheſte,know -' 
ledge, &Cc. they are but as ſounding braſſe,or tinckling 
eqmbals. This is the reaſon why Saint 705» through- 
out all his Epiſtles calls for almoſt nothing but 
loye; becauſe 1n that be calls for all. My Uttle chil. 
dren, love one auother, And this is alſo the reaſon 
why the Devil doth ſo infinitely labour to fow the 
rares of diviſion in tbe ficld of the Church : hee 
knowes if he can break the 40zd of love, he breaks the 
bond of perfeF107,and opens the flood.gates to confu- 
ſion. Reſt not thereſore, who ever thon art that ce- 
{ireſt todo good inthe Church,till the loveof it te 
fixed inthy breaſt, as deeply as the love of the Ark 
was in the heart of the wife of Phineh.s , who died 
ſor grieſe whenthe Arke of God was taken : Oras 
Caliceis ſaid to have been in Queen «Mares, who 
affirmed. thar if her body were opened Caiice would bes 
found in herheart. Tothis end, conftder often how 
deare the Church is to tay dezre Redeemer , ho-7 
comely and beautifull it is in it felf 3 comely.zs the cur- 
taras of Solomon,even when it is tack 5 the tents of - 
F 3 Kedar 
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All are ert- Xedar with perſecurion How deformed, uncleane, 


ſed and every way vain all other ſoczeties are in compari- 


fame glory. Theſe thoughts rightly working upon 
thy hearr, would make thee willingly ſpend and bee 
ſpent for the Churches good : thy ſervices would 
not-be as the motion of a ſtone caſt out ofa ſling, at 
firſt ſwiftby virtue of a violent impreſſion;bur con- 
ſtant, and ſtrongeſt rather toward the latter end, as 
thoſe motions are ſaid to be which proceed froma 
-naturall inward principle. So then you eaſily ap- 
prehend the excellent uſe, and indeed the neceffity 
of the concurrence of theſe three qualifications of 


godlineſſe, ſelf-deniall, and love, ro the making up of 


a good Church-man : the Lord make them evident 
in all your hearts and wayes. 
rar theſe Next followes, What men thus accompliſhed 
te Church may and muſt doe for the C burch. The ſervice 
* Tequired may be reduced to theſe two heads: 
Firſt, omewhat to prepare us for action, 
Secondly, To a& as we are prepared, : 
By mwayof preparation three things are requuiire. 
77 way of Firſt, carefully to #2forme our ſelves of the ſtate and 
fe muſt  CONdITIGN in which the Church is ; otherwiſe wee 
deprive our ſelves of all poſhbility of being help- 


full to it, Bce a man never fo willing, and wt P 
able 


NE befor 


ble to relie 
neither heal 
kew WHO 2 
flat helpe 
lligently tO 
lhren whic 
nanrel ſearc 
he conditiO 
2. This en 
oſity,as MO 
I10w , as tO 
ter condits 
tas dry clot 
ip of raine. 


" wderſtood t& 


ureproach, 1 
kyates therec 
Is prepared 

a. Thus al 
ered him, t 

U mere to c 
{dntrochus E, 
. And the 
Wand threa 
for the aff 
nent of ] 
Tit a bang | 


(lxity. 


} As wee m 
ches want 


*IOdo for i 
have Occ: 


ed with The 
ages,haſta 
is welfare 
r Aity in the 
NT yn 
nd ode 
CCS would 
fa ſling, at 
n:;burt CON- 
er end, 2 
ed from; 
eaſily ap. 
neceſſity 
eatiOnsof 
1Ng up of 
N evident 


mplithed 
2 ſervice 
Is: 


equifite, | 

ſtate and 

iſe wee 

| g help- 

never {0 
able 


—— x —_— 7 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. ;9 


—RP WPI. On” - WT wg I 


r= wn A Ry 


able torelievethe diſtreſſes of his brethren, hee can "yo b<lp 
neither heal the ſick, nor help the poor, unleſſe hee cc 
knew who and where they were that needed, and : kn. w the 
what helpe they wanted. This made Nehemiah ſo Cinm. 
alligently toenquire concerning [eraſalem , and his * 2+ 


trethren which were l:ft of the captivity. This made 


| Darrel ſearch into 1eremiabs Propheſies , to know P 9. 


the condition of theChurch,and learn his own duty. 


2. This enquiry muſt not be ouc of Athenian cu- 3 $97 
riofity,as moſt people enquire after newes; bur fo to thca. 
know , as to work our hearts to a felorfeeling of 


their condition, otherwiſe all our intelligence will 


be as dry clouds, flying over our heads without a 


drop of raine. Thus did Nehemiah as ſoone as hee 
underſtood that his brethren were in great affliion 
and reproach, the wall of teraſalem broken downe, and 
the gates thereof burnt with fire, he ſate down and wept + 
this prepared him for the good ſervice he did after- 
ward. Thus alſo dii Darrel, who when God had P=»8 -7- 
ſhewed him, though bur in a viſion, the calamities 
that were to come upon'the Church of the Jewes: 
by Antrochus Eprphanes, he faintedand was ſick certain 
dajes. And the want of this fellow-feeling is both. 
taxed and threatned by God in Amos 6. No mantis: 
forry for the affliti:on of Toſeph. God eſteeming it an- 
argument of little love to fir downe with Ha- 
mas at a banquet , when the City of Shaſhaz is in 
perplexity. 

3. As wee muſt know and bee affefted with the ; rhcymuc 
Churches want, ſo- we muſt enquire what is in owr joe. 
power to do for it, wherein we may be helpfull, This cir hand 


Eſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of afterward. FR Ws 
I d {4 
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All ae ev- The ſecond ſort of dire&ions are for aQtion, And 
led or dicl- 


ſed 
—— rr 
2. By way of 


theſe may be brought to two heads. 


Firſt, ſomewhat we muſt do immediately to God 


et for the Charch, 


Secondly, fomewhat wee muſt doe for the Church 


from God. | 


x,Pc:y ſorir. 


Jonah t.o. 


Farſt, that which wee are to doe to God for the 
Church is to pray for it. I name this firſt, becauſe ic 
is the firſt and chiefeſt ſervice that we can perform. 
If any other talent bee a penny, Prayer is a pound. 
This is the talent of all talents: concerning which 
I ſhall ſpeak a little more fully,as the ſeaſonableneſſe 
of it requires. 

Firſt it muſt be granted,thar all the friends of the 
Church may belp :t with their prayers: if with Perer 
they have no filver nor gold, but will give ſich as 
they have,they may afford a ſubſidy of prayer. They 
have all the ſpirit of adoption,enabling them to cry, 
Abba,Father:So that what the Maſter of the ſhip ſaid 
to 1onah, what meaneſt thou, © ſlceper £ ariſe and call 
upon thy God : (though he could neither fir at ſterne, 
nor handle the tacklivgs, yet he might pray, ) may 


| be ſaid to any man inregardof the Church ; though 


Pſal.122.6- 


Iſa 2.6,7 


Ter.5:, FO: 


thou canft neither runne , nor ride, nor write, 
nor fight, yetthou canſt pray : Awake, awake. And 
as plaine it is, that Ged requrres it ſhould bee ſo. O 
pray for thepeace of Teruſalem, Tou that make mention 
of the Lord keep not filence : give him no ret till hee 
eſtabliſh and make Teruſalem the praiſe of the earth, 
You that have eſcaped the ſword remember the Lord afar 
off, and let leruſalem come into your minde, Bur the 


chicfe thing I aime at is,to diſcover the power of 


Prayer : 


ads me : The 


- ation will he: 


Weed, It ist 
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Prayer. Which I ſhall never bee able fully FO EX *rhey help 


noc 


preſſe: None can tell what Prajer can do, but he that the Church 

can tell what God can do. Yet theſe few concluſi- F==— 

ons may give ſome light toward it. things Fray 
Firſt, God hath not promiſed to do any thing without ty.” © 

zt. It is confeſt, he doth many things without Pray- 

er, but he hath not promzſed to do any thing for his 

Church without it. 40 this will 7 doe , (faith the £: 3535; 


Lord) bt for all theſe things will I be enquired by the | 


-horſe of Iſrael. Secondly, As he hath promiſed to 


do nothing without, ſo he will do all things by it > 7 ter.zgnonr. 
w1l viſit you (ſaith Goc) and performe my good word 
toward you ; but you mult performe your good work to- 


wards me: Then ſhall ye call upon me, and you ſhall goe 
4nd pray unto me. Aske and you ſball recetve : this Is « 196,1g41s, 


the confidence that we have, that whatſoever we as ke ac- 


cording to his will, we know that we have the petitions 


that we defire of hmm. What cannot Prayer doe? It 
is able to overthrow all enemies : When 7 pray, mize pra. 5s 53 
enemies ſhall twrn tack. An hundred eighty five 16@.z7.;c. 


thouſand were overthrowne in one night , after the X=-4.37: 
Prayer of Hezekiab. Ir is able to turne away all 4s 
plagues; peFilence. famine, ſword, wild-beafts , what- 


ſoever plague or ficknefle there be, prayer aud ſup- 
plication will healall. It is able to bring downeall 
mercies; it is the key of heaven: Elieh, a man fub- 
je to the fame infirmities with us, hee prayed, an1 
the heaven was ſhut, he prayed again, and the heaven 
was opexed. It is the moſtefficacious c_ in the 


world ; it opened the priſon doores , and the iroa 


gate,to ſer-Peter at liberty. It is the ſumme of all 


wiſdome, ſtrength, and policy. What ſhould I ſay 


G more? 


——_—_ 
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altarecu> more ? It prevailes over God himſelf. Tacob wraftled 
ſed with God, and prevailed : What was his wraſtliag > 
©<n32-26. YVhat was the ſtrengtÞ, whereby, as 4 Prince, he had 
© powerwith God 2 Even this , he wept, and made ſupple 
cation to btm, It will not onely {top the Sun in his 
courſe, as Toſbua did , Sun ſtand thox ſtill in Gtbeop, 
and thou 34003 in the valley of Ajalen , but (with re- 
verence be it ſpoken) it holds that hand which rules 
:x04.32,159. heaven and earth. Let mee alone, faid God to Mo-- 
ſes, that I may deitroy them : Moſes prayer hindred 
God from doing what hee ſeemed reſolved: to doe. 
He ſaid be would have deitroyed them , had not Moſes 
vt choſen ftood before him 1n the gap, to turne away his 
wrathfull indignation. And thus ſome interpret that 


24.49.19 place of the P:ophet 1ſatah , Aske mee of things to = 
come, conceruzng my Sonnes ; and as concerning the 


works of my hands command yeme: asif God had made 
over his owne oMnipotenicy to Prayer. 
Queſt. 
___ cious? Whatisthere in the ſubmiſſions and ſuppli- 
cations of poor worms towork ſuch wonders? 


env. Ianſwer, Theſe foure things meet in prayer,which 


A. werea- are the ſtrength of it, and may te your fatisfaQion. - 


ſons of ir, 


Firſt, The perſoz5s who pray are Gods ownechildrex, 
dearertohim than heaven and earth, tender as the 


apple ofhis owne eye.: and we who are parents know 


how prevalent the cryes of our own children are, we 


being evill can gie goad things to our children, Se-. 


condjy , Gods owne Spirit diftates and endites their 


29n8 2c, Prayers for them: We know 220t what to pray for as we + 


ougnt, but tne Spirit 1t ſelfe makes interceſs:on for us, 
Now as it is ſaid of the Sonne, 1 k#ow thow beareſt me 
alnayes ; 


——- 
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as his w raj, alnayes; fo may it be ſaid of the Spirit. What regard #*v<5hey 


or help not 


al0liog ſoever he may beare to zs poore ſinners, he will cer- Gods Cher. 
jy tainly regard the intercefſions of his owze Sprrzr, 
eſupj, Thirdly, The Prayers of Gods people they are offe- 
z bil Uninj Tedupandprefentedto God by his owne Soxre,our 
bk /2Gily, Lord Jeſus Chriſt,the high Prieft of our profeſs102, the 
» Ut (with , Angel of his preſence , who 18s at theright hand of God, 


d which rul who dayly makes interceſsi0n for us, as the Spirit makes 
id God 1, znterceſs10n in us, and mingles b#s incenſe, with the Rev.3.:. 
Tayer binds) | prayers of the Saints, upon the golden altar which 1s be- 
Olved.to doe. fore the throze, Fourthly , There is this in prayer, 
had jing Mig ' that itgives thegreate# gloryunto God, Of all gifts 
URe anghi CT graces which God hath given to any creature, ne- 


ver ary thing(except faich onely) was found to give 
that glory ro God which prayer doth : eſpecially 
in theſe :wo things. Firſt, it br:7gs God 7nto the field 
to fight the battell for them, makes him to work all 
- their works forthem; as indeed he doth. Vhatſo- 
evera man prayes for, he doth by interpretation ſay, 
Lord, I never ſhall bave this, unlefle thou gzve ir 
me; I never ſhall do this , unleſle thou doe it for me. 
And thar is the reaſon why in 2 Chroz.2c, after He- 
zekiah and his people had prayed , and profeſſed 
they had no ſtrength of their owne, left the worke 
'onely and wholly upon Gods hand. Then God tells 
them, The batrell is not yours but Gods , Now you 
_ haveputit into my hands, you ſhall ſee what I wall 
doe for you. And ſecondly, Whenthe work is done 
it aſcribes the praiſe and glory of allto him,to whom 
alone it is due. If we mark ir,God hath little glory in 
the world for thoſe good things which men receive 
without Prayer ; their friends, parts, wit, induſtry, 
G 2 muſt 
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pd muſt ſhare with God ; but what is woz by Prayer is 
or bleſ- ©. o . 
ſ:d____ w0or2 with thankfulneſſe;there being a narurall relati- 


on betwixt-prayrng and prazſing, as the rivers returne 
by the ſea from whence they come. 


EE 


To 


Application 
etis.. rhis.engine. And firſt let mee ſpeake to you (right 
Honourable and Beloved) the Lords and Commons 
aſſembled in tbis Parliament - Give mee leave to 
| ſhew you the true ſpring of all that good, which 
' eving, by Bath Come through your hands , ſince your happy 
way of in- ENtrance Upon your great work.God knows I'would 
\., - © noteclipſe your worth nor due praiſe: We rejoyce 
z, Whence IN YOU, and bleſſe God for you ; wee have received 


ITY - : | | 
« mercies FTCAt Mercies by your means : butare you the cauſes 
and delive- | 


Of them? Have they been done by your wiſdome 
. and forecaſt, or for any worthineſfle found in your 
ſelves > Hath not God done them all almoſt by con- 


rtraries? Have not you been many. timesat alofſle, 
even at your wiis end > Hath not God marvellouſly 
diſcovered wicked enterpriſes againſt you , and al- 
moſt miraculouſly preſerved you by his own naked 
arme, ever ſince the beginning of your meeting ? 
Givetherefore the glory where it isdue, you ſhall 
have the honour of excellent infiruments , but this 
Hanour is too high for you, Know therefore,Belo- 


ved, (and it will encreafe your honour to acknowr- 


_ tedpeit) that Prayer, and God by Prayer bath done 
allthis: While you have been with oſb#eb fighting 


in the valley, Moſes, Aaron and Hur have becn at prayer 


upon the mountain, God hath poured ont upon ma- 


ay parts of the Kingdome , but more eſpecially in 
and aÞour this great City, a moſt fervent us of- 
RYE: 
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Prayer: In many thouſand families you are every 


of your Seflions have paſſedover, without extraor- 
dinary faſting andprayer, either publike or private 
en your behalfe : And when prayer doth thus aſ- 
cend,mercies muſt needs deſcend. Let God therfore. 


as they help 
. bel ; 
day mentioned at the rhrone of grace; few dayes the Church 


of G 24, 


have thechiefe honour for pouring out the ſpirit of — 


prayer and ſupplication, the fruit whereof is the up- 
holding your hearts and fpirits daily in your work. 


And this alſo intimates the beſt hope wee have au oe 
of your good ſucceſle for the time to come , even r= 


becauſe God hath put itinto the heart of the Kr2gs 
Majeſty and your ſelves, to put the whole kingdome 
into a poſture of prayer; we hope your eare 1n put- 
ting the Kingdome into a poſture of defence, will be 
ſerviceable : but wee expe& our greateſt helpand 
advantape, as from our dazly:prayers, ſo more eſpeci- 


more. 


ally from thoſe ſolemn monthly dayes of humiliation, 


that arc afforded and appointedus. 
william the Conquerour, when he was Duke of 
Normandy ( according to the ſuperſtition of thoſe 


times ) builded many Abbies, Monaſfteries and Nun- 
neries, and-toJd his friends he was atthis coſt to. 


ſtrengthen his Kingdome,eſteemingthem as ſtrong 
fortifications, wherein be provided. manyto fight 


faid accordivg to his light. I can more truly ſpeak 


from God that in every congregation where godly 


Miniſters andgodly people ſhall, according to pub- 
lick dire&ion, ly in the duſt, faſting, and mourning, 
and praying before the Lord; there are ſtrong holds 
fer up for the ſafety of __ Kingdome, 

3; 


againſt the devill, the world, and the fleſh : this he 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, how ſadly doth this ſpeak againſt ma- 
nythouſands of profeſled CEriſtians! ſome cannot 
pray, ſome w:l! pot pray,ſure I am many doe 7ot pray, 


who in all this long time of Germazrzes aftli ions 


have never ſeparatedthemſclves to aftord one dayes 
prayer for the help of their brethren : and in all 


- our owne exigents and darkneſles have never ſtood 


upon the walls to help either England, Scotland, 
treland, King, or Parliament * theſe are a miſerable 
generation, And this their not praying for the 
Church is a ſad token againſt them, that when the 
Church of Chriſt ſhall ing for joy of heart, them. 
ſelves ſhall cry for ſorrow of keart, and howle for vexe- 
tron of ſpirit. | 

— What remaineth then, but that all you who make 
mention of the Lord, and beare his Name, who have 
received this mercy , that you may have acceſſe to 
the throne of grace, be quickned up, for the time 
to come, to ſtand upon the walls, to give God no 
reft night nor day, to let /eruſalem come into your 
mind , conſtantly to do that which Maſter Bradford 
made the ſubſcription of his letters, pray, pray,pray. 
God hath done great things forus ; but many great 
things are yet to be done ; much rubbiſh tobe re- 
moved ; many obſtructions. to bee cleared, many 
enimies to bee overthrown. Treland is to be relic- 
ved, Religion ro be eſtabliſhed; Pray:r may do all 
this, we way overmatch all our enimies by prayer, 
diſcover all their plots by Prayer. Let us not bee 
traytors 2gaipſt the Church and State,in ſlighting or 
torbearing the uſe of that, which may work all eur 
vrorks for us ; this is to betray the forts of the King- 
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dgome- But remember when [ exhorr yoa to pray; | 2 207 op 


or help nor 


mean,Firſt, it muſt be prayer indeed yz many can read 99% chrr. 
prayers, ſay prayers, (ing prayers, many can conceive 

or utter prayers, who yet cannot pray : Praycr isa 
pouring out of the ſoul to God. And ſecondly, this - 
ſpirit poured out in prayer muſt be a pure ſpirit : 

If I regard miguity in my heart , the Lord will notes 
heare my prayer. And thirdly, this prayer muſt be rai; 
a prayer of faith; Pray in faith and waver not ; 


and in a prayer of faith, three things muſt meer. - 
Firſt, That the things begg'd be according to the 


will of God. Secondly, That they be begg d in the 
nameot Chriſt. Thirdly,that werely upon the faith- 
fulnefle of God, for the performance of them. This 
is to pray in Faith. Fourthly, Our prayers muſt bee 
fervent, humble, conſtant, and when we have prayed, 
wee muſt remember, that though prayer be the great 
meanes, yet prayer 1s not all the meanes. Prayer muſt 
quicken us up 70 the uſe of other means and ſanctific 
us zz the uſe ofother means; other means are fruit- 
lefle without prayer, and prayer not ſeconded with 
the uſe of other means, where they may be had,pre- 


" vailes not. Theſe things you cannot be ignorant 


of, and therefore I only point at them, eſpecially 


In theſe ftreights of rime. 


Oae thing more I muſt needs adviſe aboutbefore 5 F-50r- 


I. paſſe from this great help of prayer. And that pn:c ſve! 


15 have the 


is, in what eſteeme praying ſpirits ſhould bee had pi: of 
amongſt all wiſe men I know rhe world flights and 70 
ſcornes them , but in truth they are the very Cha- 

roots and Hor(emen of Iſrael : Ten praying men might 


have ſaved Sodom, and the Cities round abour. 
Solomon + 


_—_ SQ 
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All are cur- Solomon 1 ith, There was alittle City and few men it 
oy no and a poore wiſe man by his wiſdeme delivered this 
Fecii9.14 City from the ſiegeof a great King ; Tet no mas remem- 


bred that (ame poore man, Truly thus ir is with 


\ poore -prayiong Chriſtians , they deliver the land 
BY and yet no man regards them. DPivid knew how 
i to prize ſuch ſpirits, who, though hee were a King, 
di 2 thought them fit to bee his companions who cal'd 
b--) rom.15.30. UPON the name of God. Pau! knew how to prize 

E | them who begged for prayers, as a priſoner for a ran- 


ſome, Now beſeech you, brethren,for the LordleſusChrifts 
ſake,that you prayfor me.N ea oaſh though an1dolater, 
when the praying Prophet Eliſha lay a dying, wepr, 
and cryed, as ſenſible of loofing the chiete ſupport 
\xing,; Of his Kingdome,0 my fatber, my father,the Chariots 
4: of 1ſrael,and the borſemez thereof, Nay, which is yet 
| more,a heathenEmperour Marcus Aurelius, finding by 
-\\hz experience the power of the prayers of Chriſtians, 
= - gaveallthe world notice of it,ftaid the perſecution 
againſt-rhe Chriſtians,and call'd that bandof Chri- 
ftians Legzo fulminatrex, the thundring band. Let 
E | us therefore not fall ſhort of heathens, let us not 
undervalue or ſlight them, who carry the Keyes.of 
29, 29, heaven at their girdle. Verily (Right honourable 
= and beloved )' if you knew what bleſſings they are in 
1 | the midſt of the land, you would takepleaſure in 
them, you would ſeek for praying friends , praying 
— | ſervants, prayzng tenants z you would deſire to have 
- a ſtock goe in every one of their veſſels. You would 
| ſay to themall,, as they to their companions going 
zeb.8.3 yp tOthe houſe of God,To pray before theLordandto 
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gw_ ow 


"Viſdeme Fd held upon the Skirt of theſe men, ſaying wewill goe with **e help 


© help nor 


£ | you, for we have heard that God 1s math yow, Thisis God: Chor, 
— * 


the greateſt telp which we cangive tothe Church 
of Chriſt. This wee doe immediately ts God for 


1 i the Church. 
by) 

| 
W 


There are ſome things alſo which we muſt doe :*o cptcy 


y 5 w all : ifrs 
for the-Church from Cod : The particulars are in- aa Titre 


as Stewards 


rvmerable, bur in regard the time is wholly ſpent, arms 


bt 1 ſhall give you the ſumme of all infone ſhorts ** 
an corcluſicn. And indeed a little time may make it 
 .cleareto your uncerſtandings, although the practiſe 
l& of it requiretFe ſtudyof your whole lives. 


Church, 


The eonclufion isthis, Whatſoever abilities any 
have received in anykind, they are given to them 
to this very end,to be ſerviceable and uſefull to the 
Church of Chriſt withthem : 41/the manifeſtations * = 137 
of the ſpirit in gifts ard graces, are chtefh gruen for 
this end to profie the Church with; all the lively- 
hood of eur raturall faculties, of our aCtions, of our 
worldly wealth , of office or authority, are given 
vs, Bot for our own carnall ends, no nor primarily 
for our own ſalvation ; but that with them all wee 
ſhould te- as good Stewards of the manifold graces of te 
Ged. So that our hands if skilfull to write, ſhould 
beemployed as Secretaries ofthe Church, our feet 
as Meſſengers of the Church, our tongues as Ad- 
wvocates forthe Cherch,our Wiſdome and learningas 


| Counſellors for the Church, our wealth as Stewards 
 -Or Almozers for the Charch. Whatever any man 
x cmmioſi| bath , the Lord would have his Church to be the 


Common-ſtorehouſe , into which all ſhould bee 


brought , the body to which all ſhould be JE 
H ble: 


Do 


Jo 
Md or er able: juſtas it waswhen the Tabernzclewas tobe built: 
red 25 they Not Only Bezaleel and Abol:ab, men $kilfull in all 
£06.35" Manner of work, were to beſtow their labours upon 


it; but all wich whom any thing was to be found, 


" A Sermon preached at the late. Faſt 


whether ſilver or brafſe, or fine linnen, or Goars 


baire, or Badgers skins, or Rams skins; all with a 
willing heart were tObring it in, yea, the very wo- 


men,that cculd ſpinne either linnen, or woollen, or i 


haire, wereall-to be employed to further the work. 
of the Tabernacle. 

This needs no proofe, every mans: ſpirit carries. 
him to co all this for whatſoever is his- ſummum bo. 
zum, his chiefeſt happineſle ; ſuch as make Mam- 
mon their God,or their belly, do readily contribute 


a)l they have or can doe to the ſervice of them, 1 f? 


Application {hall ſhut up all with 2 briefe application, Firſt, for 
vt thitz Teproofe, Secondly for duty. | 


x For r2- 
proofe of 


moſt who ſerviceableneſle to the Church conſiſts only in 


2-5 o this EMPty and barren withes! the ſame which they can 
dup. 


be in diftreſſe; they love the Church, they pity the 


miſeries of the Church, they are ſorry for Eermany, 


when they think on /it, and thar is but ſeldome : 


They prieve for Ireland, but require either their 


hands to underwrite , their legs to walk , their 
purſes to contribute, their authority to command or 
countenance, &c. they can ſpare none of all 
theſe. They have! a bottomleſſe gu/fe called ſelf? , 

_ which ſwallowes all they are, bave,or car doe,and yet 
-18 never ſatisfied. Aske them if they have a heart to 
do nothing for the Church, they anſwer readily they 


pray 


How ſadly doth this fpeak concerningthem whoſe 


and doe afford to any creature which they ſee to: Þ 
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pray for it with all their heart , and that is al! they ** re Hg 
| can doe. But ler all ſach falſe-hearted Chriſtians 5+! Cbwr. 
know,that the Lord needs none of their help, and 
| cares as little for their dry barren prayers, as the 
poore beggar did for the Biſhops blefling, who 
| bepping for a peny , but denyed that, and put off 
with the offer of a benedidtion, told him that hee 
perceived his peny was better than his blefling, o- 
therwiſe he had denyed him that alſo. Inthe meane 
time think how thou wilt appeare in the day of 
thine account, when the not having much, but the 
improving of whatwe had to our maſters advantage, 
will bring the Exge boxe ſerve z when others ſhall 
come inand ſay , Lord thy pound hath _—_ five 
pounds , when ( as Gregory ſayes) Peter ſhall come 
in with his gaine of [udez, Andrew of Africa, T homas 
of 7nd:a, Paul, and the reſt,of many Nations; Mint- 
ſters bring in their ſheaves of ſoules, private Chri- 
ſtians their gleanings and bundles ; And thou ap- 
peare empty, zhy talent buried or embezelled, thy 
age ſpent, thy candle burnt our, nothing done by thee 
for the Church ; when ir ſhall appeare that thou - 
haſt bad gold and (ilver to feather thy own nes? power 
and auchority to terrific thy v<jghbours ; like a 
preat Tree cruſhing or overdropping all rbat ſtznd 
neare thee; and haſt had this worlds goods, as the 
Leviathan the Sea, onely to take thy pleaſure, 
and ſatisfie thy luſts in them. Woe unto rhee 1f Lut.:2 ,, 
thy Maſter finde thee thus doing. This gaine of 
thy Talents, will be the loſſe of thy own foule. _ ...... 
Secondly, for exhortation to all, eſpecially to Þ01>*.n. 
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©" Sermon predehedat the late Faſt 
fall l ufe > How ſhall I make up a ſtrengrh to pre. 
val wich you,ro.give up your ſelves and all you have 


fo wholly:ro rbe Lord and:to bis Church, thar all 
your Other ontwara occaſions may not fo much as 


————— 


dare to wxpe& any thing from you, fo long as: the 


Church hath need of it; that your pleaſures and ſu- 
perf uities,nay your profits. & ſometimes neceſſities, 


m2y never offer to.come in competition with the | 


© burchof God,forany thing which you call yours. 


O chat you could hear the Lord ſpeaking to you in 


the ſame language as once heſpake to Cyrus, For Jacob 
my ſervants ſake,and Tſrael mine elz4,I have evencaled 
thee by.thy name ! I confeſſethar inſtead of exhorting 


we bave juft cauſe. to bleſſe God for you, when we 
 confider how you, who heretofore have lived at cafe 
and in pleaſure enjoying the delights of the ſons of 


men, have now changed your pleaſures for parnes, 


your delights for dangers, your profits. and'garrs for 


expences, your boufes for 1odgings, and ſtill continue 

to deny your ſelves inal: thefe things, and goe on in 
your unwearied ladours for:the Church and cauſe of 
God. This is great matter of praiſe to God , and 
honour to your ſelves. Generous plants and odori- 


ferous ſpices (they ſay)grow onely in hot regions-: 


ſuch fruirs as yours are not brought forth by every 
plant, ſuch plants a bra grow not on every ground: 
But go ye on, ye Nobles and Worthees, forget what 
s behind ; God and his people:wall not forget it-: 
look andpreſle tothe work which yet remains : Get 
the reſolutien of Ziſca that brave Bohemian Ca 

ain, who not onely was willing to fight while he li- 
ved, but bequeathed his.skin when be _died , to bee 


made. 
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made a drum head for the ſervice of the warre. Hold {open 
out to theend, Cleath: ye with zeale a5 with a cloak, put 220 On 
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ox righteouſneſſe-as your ornament: Bee good ſhep- 
herds ſtill, to reſcue and feed the flock committed 
to you - Be ſo many Saviours upon mount Sion. All oval. ut. 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 
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' this ſhall be: done for the beſt: Maſter, all this ſeed 


will be ſown in the moſt fruirfull ground , the bo- 
fome of che Church : and to quicken you.the more, 
remember how mucl of the golden: time which is 


* gone 50s have waſted, with Domitian, incatching of 


fiyes ; how much of your eſtate hath bin ſpent need- 
lefly in pictures, feaſtings, buildings , fportings , it 
not.worſe, .1n riot and diſorder; how much of your - 
ſtrength hath been beſtowed in the ſervice of this . 
world, andthe GoJ of it : and now whea the gray 
haires are ſcattered upon many of you, and Gad 
might juſtly caſt. you aſideas broken veſlels;the Lord 
ſhould chooſe you, and accept you in the moſt ho- 
nourable ſervice that the ſons of. men are capable 
of ; nay that ſervice which he employed his owae 
Son in. Howreadily and. cheerfully ought you to 
conſecrate your felvs and ſervice to this work {you 
ſhould come from your habitations and countries, - 
as the Lewite from the place where he ſojourned wich all Den.13 «. 
the.deſires of your minds to ſerve the Lord your God. 

And to you the reſt, beſide your Prayers,the exi- 2 To 31: . 
genceof the Church at this preſent time requires" 
from you many other things. It may be ſome of you 
may be called., as fouldiers , to. ſpend your blood ia | 
the Churches cauſe : If you knew the honour and - 
thereward that belongs to ſuch a ſervice, you would - 
2ay, 35. the Martyr eace, Had-every haire on your: - 

H.2 head : 


34 
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All are cur 
ſed or bleſ- 
ſed 


Matth.25.35 


bead life, you would venture themall in the Chur- 
ches cauſe. It maybe others of you may, with Ne- 


hemiab,be called from your own eaſe and honour to 


ſome weariſome task , embrace it readily. It is like 
your colleQions and contributions will be more fre- 


quent than ordinary, and very ſhortly inan extraor- 


dinary occaſion, for the relief of our diſtreſſed bre- 
thren in Ireland : many in the City of London have 
ſet excellent examples, let me provoke you by their 
pattern, as the Apoſtle Pazl did the Corinthians to 


thelike work, by propounding to them the example 


of Macedonia : Onely remember this, that what 
you give inthis caſe is interprered by Chriſt as gi- 
ven to his owne perſon ; and whom would not this 
provoke 2 It is reported of Maſter Fox, that when a 


- poore man asked ſomething of him for Chriſt Jeſus 


fake, be queſtioned with the man,whether bee knew 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and finding ſignes that the man was a 
Beleever, hee gave him his horſe, when hee had no 
money. I commend not his diſcretion, but his zeal 


andcharity were admirable. Do ſomewhat propor- 


tionable tro the diſtreſſe of your brethren; Behold 
your Saviour comming naked, and hungry, and ba- 
niſhed intheſe his afflited members. And in whar- 
ſoever elſe the Lord and his Church may have 


any need of you, remember that Gods bleſſing is vp- 
on them that come to helpe him : and that Meroz, 


and with Meroz all others are curſed, who come zo: 
out tothe help of the Lord againit the mighty. 
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T « this day ordered by the Houſe of Commons, 
that no man ſhall Print the Sermons Preached 


on the laſt Faſt day , before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by Maſter Calamy and Maſter Marſhall, 
beſt des "hier » Jor the fpace of theſe two 
moneths, without the particular Licence and 4 
probation of the ſaid Houſe of Commons. 


H.Elſynge Cler. Parl.D,Com. 


man 


— 


Heſeare to give notice , that [ appoint 
Samuel Gellibrand to print my Sermon. 


Stephen Marſhall. 


